| recently received an
e-mail from a man in
Malvern that made my
day. Hewrote: "My wife
and | took amissiontrip
to 17 states and were
shocked to seethe con-
dition of some of the
state parks. Most of
these state parks offer
primitivecamping only.
Arkansas has the best
state parkswehaveever
seen. We really have
something to be proud
of, andI'mtelling every-
one. You guysaretobe
congratulated. Nicejob
from a proud Arkan-

You can see why |
was smiling after read-
ing that e-mail. We've
made tremendous in-
vestmentsin our statethe past several years, and
we're beginning to seethe results of thoseinvest-
ments. When | say "we," I'm not talking about
stategovernment officials. I'mtalking about you
-- thecitizens of Arkansas. After al, thevoters
werethe oneswhoin November 1996 approved
Amendment 75 to the Arkansas Constitution.
Thisamendment dedi cates one-eighth of acent
of the state sales tax to our state parks, Game
and Fish Commissionfacilities, theKeepArkan-
sas Beautiful Commission and the Department
of Arkansas Heritage museumsand programs.
It'sproviding millions of dollarseach year that
we'reinvesting wisely to keep the Natural State
beautiful. It'sthe reason we now havethefinest
system of state parksin the country. Arkansas
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Jean Sate Park.

One of the st’s most acul ar sights,
Cedar Falls, is a beautiful end to a 2-
mile hike from Mather Lodge at Petit

voters also were the ones
whoin June 1999 approved
a bond issue that has a-
lowed us to spend $1 bil-
lionthepast fiveyearstrans-
forming one of the worst
systemsof interstate high-
waysinthecountry intoone
of the best. And Arkansas
voters were the ones who
in November 2000 decided
to devoteall of the money
from the tobacco lawsuit
settlement to programs de-
sgnedtoimprovethehedth
of Arkansans. These were
al smart investments that
show the people of Arkan-
sas have avision for what
thisstate can be.

I'm anxious to show off
our smooth roads, our won-
derful stateparks, our state-
of-the-art nature centers
and more. That'swhy | signed an executive or-
der that directs state agencies, boards and com-
missionstoimplement plansto recruit organiza-
tions to hold conventions in Arkansas.
Every entity in stategovernment will have
to deliver plansto the state Department
of Parksand Tourism, whichwill coordi-
natethiseffort. Theplanswill bedueMay
1eachyear. Reportsmustincludealist of

Gov. Mike Huckabee held a news con-
ference at the state Capitol to talk about
an executive order directing all state agen-
cies, boards and commissions to invite the
national and regional conferences of or-
ganizations to which they belong.

the beauty of Arkansas

thenational and regional organizationstowhich
duesare paid along with adetailed report onthe
status of negotiationsor contactswith these or-
ganizationsregarding conferences and conven-
tions. The Parks and Tourism Department has
set aside asection of itswebsite that employees
of various state agencies can useto comply with
theexecutive order. We'renot trying to add work
for state employees. We'retrying to bring out-
of-statevisitorsand their walletsto Arkansas.
We pay duesto hundredsof organizations. We
should beworking to bring those groups' meet-
ingsto the state. Conferences happen all over
the country every day of the year. We're now
doing our best to ensure more of them occur in
Arkansas. Inthe governor's office, we're prac-
ticing what we preach. InApril, for example, the
Education Commission of the Statesheld ameset-
inginLittleRock. I'mthechairman of thisgroup,
and this meeting brought almost 100 education
leadersfrom acrossthe country to our state. This
fal, the DeltaRegiona Authority will holditsan-
nual meeting in Little Rock. I'mtheformer state
co-chairman of the DRA, and | was determined
to land the meeting for Arkansas. Almost 400
peopleareexpectedin LittleRock for theDRA's
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Spreading the word about Arkansas automotive corridor

| wasrecently in Detroit for theannual meet-
ing of the Society of Automotive Engineers. The
organization hasamost 90,000 members, and
itsannual meeting isahuge one. Thiswasthe
first year for Arkansasto have an exhibit at a
Society of Automotive Engineersmeeting, and |
wanted to be there to promote the rapidly ex-
panding automotive corridor in east Arkansas.
It would be an understatement to say | wasen-
couraged by the reaction of auto-related com-
paniesto our pitch. The response was outstand-
ing. Arkansas is on the map for companiesin
theautomotive sector. And rest assured that our
effortsaren’t limited to thegrowing east Arkan-
sascorridor. There arelocations statewide that
could accommodate auto-rel ated manufactur-
ingfacilities.

There already are about 100 companiesin
the state that manufacture automotive products,
and the number isgrowing. In our east Arkan-
sas corridor, construction ismoving ahead on
the Hino Motorsfacility at Marion. Hinoisan
industry leader in Japan and has held the top
position for medium and heavy-duty diesd trucks
in the Japanese market for three decades. An-
other Japanese company known as Denso
opened aplant in Osceolalast year. Denso offi-
cials are pleased with the results thus far and

anticipate a workforce
of 500 people by 2008.
Adjacent to the Denso
plant will beafacility for
Systex Productsthat will
employ 40 people. In
Wynne, meanwhile, Ea-
kasArkansaswill begin
production next year
with about 75 employ-
ees. An eventua work-
force of 250 people is
anticipated. Construc-
tionisnow beginningon
the 109,000-square-foot
plant. At Marked Tree,
Mid-South Manufactur-
ing will make a$3 mil-
lioninvestment and add 100 jobs, bringing Mid-
South’sworkforcethereto 450 people.

| traveled to Japan | ast year to visit compa-
niesthat do businessin our state. I’m planning
toreturnthisfall aswehost what’sbeing called
theArkansas Weekend at theWorld Expo. There
are 125 countries participating in the World
Expo, and an estimated 15 million peoplewill
attend the event. Wewant to stand out asastate
seeking to further itsglobal economic opportu-
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Gov. Mike Huckabee spoke at the Arkansas exhibit at the Society of
Automotive Engineers annual meeting in Detroit. At the meeting, he
met with various companies about the east Arkansas automotive

nities. Last November, 64 percent of Arkansas
votersapproved aconstitutional anendment al-
lowing the Legidatureto issue general revenue
bondsto fund infrastructure projectsthat create
at least 500 jobsand invest at least $500 million
inour state. Thisgivesusatool to competefor
large projectssuch asauto assembly plants. I'm
committed to being aggressivein marketing our
central location, dedicated workforce, incredi-
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Setting a great example for Arkansas schools

One of the best days|'ve had recently came
during avisit to the El Dorado School District
anditsUnionAcademy of Health and WelIness.
TheEl Dorado School Districtisamong themost
innovativedigrictsinthestatewithitsheathand
fitness-related equipment and technology. A
rock-climbingwal had beeningaledinthegym,
and children werejumping on exercisebals, par-
ticipating in aerobic activities, practicing gym-
nastics and playing hopscotch. In the weight
room, other studentswerelearning to usemod-
erntraining equipment.

| hope more school districts will
follow the example of El Dorado
School District officialsand placea
focuson health and wellness. Infact,
| would go asfar astotell administra-
torsacrossthe state they should visit
the Union Academy of Health and
Wellnessand seethefitnesscenter, the
aerobic gudio, therock-climbingwall,
the heart-rate monitors, the physical
assessment system and the other
thingsthat make this school unique.

The schoal listsitsmission aseducating
the whole person. Teacherstry to pre-
pare studentsfor amentally and physi-
cdly heslthy lifewith the ability to make
informed choices. Studentsfrom kinder-
gartenthrough thethird gradelearn about
healthy eating habits. Studentsfrom the
fourth gradethrough thesixth gradelearn
thebenefitsof becoming active. Andjun-
ior high studentslearn about thebody and
become expertson the body massindex.

(above) Gov. Mike
Huckabee gives a demon-
stration of what it was like
before he lost almost 110
pounds. He gave student
Julie Nolan, who weighs
about what he has lost, a
ride on his back.

(left) Sudents from the El
Dorado School District
scale a rock-climbing wall
in the gym.




Dr. Fay Boozman hel ped makeArkansashedthier

Grounds in downtown Little Rock.

Theday Dr. Fay Boozman became director
of the state Department of Health wasoneof my
happiest days asgovernor. The day helost his
lifewasthe saddest. M uch hasbeen written about
Fay since hisdeath onthat farm near Rogers, but
| would liketo add abit of personal perspective.
Fay was not only amember of my Cabinet, he
wasalso aclosefriend and trusted adviser. Hav-
ing had asuccessful medical career in northwest
Arkansas, hebecameinvolvedin politicsduring
my first campaignin 1992. Hewaselected tothe
state Senatein 1994 and served honorably be-
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Gov. Mike Huckabee and Fay Boozman looked at
some of the healthy options available at Sufficient

foredeciding to seek aspotintheU.S. Sen-
ate in 1998. When that campaign was un-
successful, | knew | wanted Fay onmy team.
Hedready had devoted alifetimeto making
people healthier. Asdirector of the Health
Department, all 2.7 million Arkansans be-
came hispatients. Acrossthe state, people
learned what those in northwest Arkansas
had long known -- Fay was one of the most
caring peopleto ever liveinArkansas. Even
inthe sometimesbrutal world of palitics, he
never lost the bedside manner that won
him somany friends.

To quotefrom an editorial intheAr-
kansas Democrat-Gazette, "The over-
used term public servant seemsto apply
lessand lessin thisoverheated time of
24/7 hype. Dr. Boozman, thegenuinearticle,
seemed allergicto the persona promotion
and unceasing publicity that'sconsidered a
must for apolitical/theatrical career. There
was something almost shy about himfor a
figurewho became so familiar inthe news.
Evenwhenhewasinthespotlight, heseemed
inthe background -- supporting rather than
starring in the production. No wonder he
never scaled the heights of American poli-
tics. For someone who aspired to hiskind
of service, it might have been astep down.

It wasawayssuch apleasure-- andrelief -- to
see Fay and Vickey Boozman approach.”

Fay, aFort Smith native, loved thisstateand
itspeople. Heespecidly loved thechildren. Fight-
ing the childhood obesity epidemic was much
morethan ajobfor thisdevout Christian gentle-
man. He considered it a part of hismission on
this Earth. We were fortunate to have had Fay
serving us. Aswe expand the Heal thy Arkansas
initiative, I'll think of Fay each day and striveto
keep plugginginhismemory.

The childhood obesity team from Sar City High
School
Halbrook, Megan Henley and Aaron Keahey - came
together in an effort to reduce the body-mass index
numbers for students.

- Ashley Dreher, Mary Gateley, Heather

Automotive corridor
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bletransportation systemsand availableinfra-
structurefunds. Thoughwedidn't land that Toy-
otatruck manufacturing plant for Marion, the
fact wefinished astrong runner-up to San An-
tonio got usnoticed. Newspaper columnist Dav-
id Sanders recently wrote about our state's
chancesof landing an automobileassembly plant.
Heinterviewed Greg Kaza, the executive direc-
tor of the Arkansas Policy Foundation and a
former Michigan statelegidator with tiesto the
autoindustry. Kazasaid, “Itisn't aquestion of if
Arkansaswill receive an auto plant. It'saques-
tionof when.”

Toyotaofficidshavesaid they'relikely to an-
nounce asitefor the company’s seventh North

American assembly plant by theend of next year.
Aneighth plant could be added by 2010 as Toy-
otaattemptsto overtake General Motorsasthe
world'slargest auto manufacturer.

Other foreign firms are expected to locate
plantsinthe South. Michael Robinet, avice pres-
ident at the auto consulting firm CSM World-
wide, told the Detroit News that Arkansas
would probably get the next auto manufacturing
plant builtinthiscountry. Whilel appreciate his
confidence, | cannot talk publicly about our ne-
gotiationswith any companies. | can, however,
reiterate that we're being more aggressivethan
ever before. With the passage of the constitu-
tional amendment, we' rein astronger position
than when wefinished asrunner-up for thelast
Toyotaplant. | signed abill into law thisyear
that includes arange of eco-

Let us Gov. Mik(_e Huckabee
- S&e Capitol
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
from | 501) 682-2345
you mike.huckabee@state.ar.us

nomicincentivesfor new busi-
nesses to locate in our state.
We have the tools needed to
competewith anyone. I’mcon-
vinced there are exciting days
ahead for our state.

Gov. Mike Huckabee listens as Jasmine Glason,
a first-grade student at Woodruff Elementary
School in Little Rock, explains her latest art
project. Huckabee and members of the
Governor's Commission on the Arts in Educa-
tion toured the schooal.




Arkansas beauty
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annual meeting, whichwasheld last year in
New Orleans. State agencies are getting in on
the act. The Workers' Compensation Commis-
sionlanded theannual convention of the Interna-
tional Association of Industrial Accident Boards
and Commissionsfor next year. Morethan 300
peoplewill attend that meeting. Meanwhile, the
Department of Arkansas Heritage landed the
Mid-AmericaArtsAlliance conferencefor next
year. Thisconventionwill bring between 800 and
1,000 peopleto Arkansas.

| attend alot of meetings. It occurred to me
that Arkansasisabetter placefor such gather-
ingsthan most of theplacestowhich | travel. We
have great convention facilitiesin Hot Springs,
Fort Smith, Pine Bluff, Eureka Springs, Little
Rock, Springdale, Fayetteville, Rogers,
Jonesboro and el sawhere. We havelesstraffic,
better scenery and unsurpassed hospitality. One
of thethingsour research hasshownisthat people
acrossthe country don't know much about Ar-
kansas. But onceweget them herethat first time,
they tend to return. Often when they return, they
bring their familiesa ong and spend | otsof money.

-

Travelersto Arkansas provided uswith almost
$238 millionintax revenueslast year. An addi-
tiond $89millioninlocal taxesresulted fromther
purchases. More than 59,000 Arkansansare di-
rectly employed by thetravel industry, account-

Petit Jean Sate Park overlooks Cedar Creek Canyon on Petit Jean Mountain.

ing for apayroll of morethan $940 million. Tour-
ism addsto our economic base, provides posi-
tivepublicity for thestateand can lead toretirees
moving herewiththeir talents, timeand trust funds.
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